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Geographical Literature and Maps 463 

The time is during the recent revolution in Persia and much attention is given 
to the relations of England and Russia to the political conditions of Persia. 

Much is made of the difficulties of travel, more of the fantastical side of 
the revolution — some of which is not particularly clear or coherent — and the 
more interesting section of the volume is devoted to certain aspects of Persian 
life. Except in this latter section, the volume adds little of interest that is not 
generally known and has not been more fully described elsewhere in a more 
authoritative and appealing way. R. E. Dodge. 

AUSTRALASIA AND POLYNESIA 

Melancsians and Polynesians. Their Life-Histories Described and Com- 
pared. By George Brown, D.D. xv and 451 pp., illustrations, appendix and 
index. Macmillan & Co., Limited, London, 1910. $3. 

The presence of a prior theory has availed to deform the arrangement of 
Dr. Brown's presentation of his material, but his honesty as a primary observer 
is so ingrained that the most minute and intimate scrutiny fails to disclose a 
single instance in which the prejudicial theory has marred the accuracy of his 
record of things which have come under hjs own eye. Dr. Brown's prejudice 
is that the black race and the brown race of the Pacific are one in source. The 
unity of the widely extended brown Polynesian race is well established and 
wholly accepted. We are forced to acknowledge, however, that we use the 
designation Melanesian only as a provisional and descriptive term; we have 
no evidence that the folk are single in race between New Caledonia and New 
Guinea, and there is good reason to suppose that the Melanesian name covers 
at least two black races and areas of intermixture of the two, the whole over- 
laid, as I have elsewhere shown at length, with later contamination of the 
migrant Polynesians. To adjust his observations to this theory of unity Dr. 
Brown has split each of his chapters by a warning dash into the Melanesian 
record and that derived from Polynesia. For each topic he qualifies as a com- 
petent witness. He served the missionary life in Samoa for fourteen years 
from i860; in 1875, he was the first man to open to knowledge the Duke of 
York Group and adjacent coasts of New Britain and New Ireland; in 1879 he 
began his acquaintance with the Solomon Islands. His theory makes his book 
awkward, but it has had no discoloring effect upon the record of observation 
whether it come before or fall after the dash. 

His Samoan notes have the advantage of a more unsophisticated society 
than is recorded in Kramer's great monograph; they are to be associated with 
Turner's study of that people, and they by turns corroborate, correct and sup- 
plement his former colleague. In the Melanesian section we find evidence that 
Dr. Brown has not made himself familiar with the recent work which has shed 
a bright light on the Gazelle Peninsula in Neu-Pommern (New Britain) and 
upon the black shore of Neu-Mecklenburg (New Ireland) facing Mioko at 
which he was so long stationed. We gain by this rather than suffer loss, for it 
affords a measure by which to compare his observation and, to find it true. 
Ethnographers, therefore, may place full credence in this volume as an exact 
and independent record of Samoa, of the islands and littoral of St. George's 
Channel, of the Shortland Islands in the Solomon archipelago and of certain 
parts of the Louisiades and the adjacent shore of New Guinea. Students of the 
South Sea would have felt it a distinct loss if this venerable observer had neg- 
lected to publish this volume. William Churchill. 



